
 
 

Rocks  
 

LKS2 Science: Rocks 
Scientific Concepts 

Properties A quality that something is known by e.g. characteristic. 
Classification Systematic arrangement in groups or category. 

Core Vocabulary 
Igneous rock Rock that has been formed from magma or lava. Examples include obsidian, granite and basalt. 

Sedimentary 
rock 

Rock that has been formed by layers of sediment being pressed down hard and sticking together. 
You can see the layers of sediment in the rock. Examples include limestone, sandstone and chalk. 

Metamorphic 
rock 

Rock that started out as igneous or sedimentary rock but changed due to being exposed to 
extreme heat or pressure. Examples include marble, quartz and slate. 

Permeable  Something that permits liquids to pass through it or soak into it. 
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Key Knowledge  
1 Rocks are classified by the process in which they are formed. There are three types of naturally occurring rock: 

Igneous, Metamorphic and Sedimentary. 
2 Some rocks are man-made such as brick or concrete.  

3 Rocks come from inside the Earth and tell us about the Earth's interior and what the Earth was like in the past 

4 Fossilisation occurs over thousands of years, after an animal dies and is covered with rock. 

5 Soil is the uppermost layer of the Earth. It is a mixture of different things: minerals, air, water and organic 
matter. 

6 Half of soil is air and water. In soil you can find sand, small stones, bits of leaves and roots. There are also 
millions of micro-organisms in the soil which help break down the matter and make the soil healthy and full 
of life 

 


